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History

W. E. B. DuBois

It must be remembered that the white group of 
laborers, while they received a low wage, were 
compensated in part by a sort of public and 
psychological wage. They were given public deference 
and titles of courtesy because they were white.



History

Peggy McIntosh

White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack 

I was taught to see racism only in individual acts of 
meanness, not in invisible systems conferring dominance 
on my ƎǊƻǳǇΧ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŀŎƛǎƳ is something that puts others 
at a disadvantage, but I had been taught not to see one 
of its corollary aspects, white privilege, which puts me at 
an advantage.



Definition

Privilege: unearned benefits or advantages based on membership in a social group

A person can experience hardship or work hard and still benefit from privilege



Definition





Examples

College was an expectation for me growing up

L Ŏŀƴ ƘƻƭŘ Ƴȅ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊΩǎ ƘŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŦŜŀǊ ƻŦ
being harassed

I can do well in a challenging situation without being called a 
credit to my race

If I get a promotion no one will ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ because of my gender

People in positions of authority are likely to look like me



What you can do



What you can do

Change your mind set

Educate yourself and others

Use your privilege to help others



Any questions?



Further reading

•

https://www.racialequitytools.org/resourcefiles/mcintosh.pdf
https://www.newyorker.com/books/page-turner/the-origins-of-privilege
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/fall-2018/what-is-white-privilege-really
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/the-wireless/373065/the-pencilsword-on-a-plate
https://www.womanandhome.com/life/white-people-privilege-anti-racist-362285/
https://hbr.org/2018/09/use-your-everyday-privilege-to-help-others

